savage carving on a rock, was the promise
of a Raphael or a Michael Angelo. How
much more is the drinking of a beverage,
which began with the transcendental con-
templation of a Hindoo anchorite, entitled
to develop into a handmaid of Religion and
Morality ? That calmness of mind, that
serenity of temper, that composure and
quietness of demeanor, which are the first
essentials of Cha-no-yu, are without doubt
the first conditions of right thinking and
right feeling. The scrupulous cleanliness
of the little room, shut off from sight and
sound of the madding crowd, is in itself
conducive to direct one's thoughts from the
world. The bare interior does not engross
one's attention like the innumerable pictures
and bric-a-brac of a Western parlor; the
presence of kakemono* calls our attention
more to grace of design than to beauty of
color. The utmost refinement of taste is
the object aimed at; whereas anything like
display is banished with religious horror.
The very fact that it was invented by a

* Hanging scrolls, which may bet either paintings or ideo-
grams, used for decorative purposes,
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